St.James’ CofE Primary School

NEWSLETTER
November 2018

Including:

Headteacher’s update
News from the office
Key diary dates
Maths week
Sport Report
Year Group articles
Remembrance day
FOSJA Coffee morning
school disco
and much much more!

Headteacher’s Update

Welcome to November’s newsletter- a chance for us to showcase
some of the events taking place within school and update you on
upcoming events. We will no doubt include items that should
have gone in the previous edition!
This half term has been action-packed right from the off. Already
we have had a language festival day and maths week. Both
events helped to raise the profile of our curriculum and provided
the children with some great opportunities. Articles in this
newsletters will showcase these. I must say a huge thank you to the
staff that have been involved with organising these events, especially
Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Booth. The bar has been set very high for future
curriculum festivals.
We have also been
busy making sure our curriculum offer is the best it can possibly be and our teachers are
superbly trained in all areas. We have continued our work with the Manchester Teaching School Alliance on maths
problem solving and reasoning. Mrs Hanley is becoming a regular visitor to school, with all staff welcoming her
expertise. This is also the case with Science. We are working closely with a science consultant, Mrs. Earle, from
the Greater Manchester Science Learning Partnership. She is supporting our drive towards having a rich STEM
(Science Technology Engineering and Maths) curriculum. Both teachers have provided fantastic support, with our
children already seeing the benefit. We are ‘Committed to Excellence’ in these fields and feel these curriculum areas
will soon become a significant strength of the school.

Christmas is nearly upon us. Please check the diary dates regarding the festive events. Most elements are running
in a similar way to previous years, with the exception of one thing...KS2 Christmas Performance! Parent’s have been
quite rightly enquiring about this, which probably should have been explained in the previous newsletter. We have
verbally discussed this with many people, but we feel a clear explanation should be given.
Due to the timetabling pressure, it is almost impossible for both KS1 and KS2 to access the hall for sufficient time to
practice their performance, when completing two separate events. As a result, KS2 have been performing a short
carol concert in recent years. Along with many parents, we believe this event lacks substantial impact and quality
due to the constraints placed on the teachers and children. Many of the children find it a huge challenge to learn
carols and perform on stage. This results in many children looking very uncomfortable and disengaged on stage.
We believe KS1 children should take priority at this time of year.

Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to take part in a substantial production at the end of the year, giving the children
an opportunity to be on stage in a well polished performance. We are giving consideration to holding an Easter
assembly, where Y3 and Y4 can take the opportunity to showcase their talents. This is not set in stone however.
We do lots of festive events, such as decoration afternoon, Christmas parties and Carol’s Carols, so I have definitely

NOT CANCELLED CHRISTMAS!

Thank you for the positive comments from many parents, despite the obvious disappointment of not singing ,
mumbling or miming carols at the KS2 service. We hope to see you at the other events.
Rob Andrew
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Key Dates

30th November - Come as you please day (Envelope)
3rd December - Christmas craft afternoon
Parents are welcome to join us in our annual event from 2:00
PM. Please arrive at the school office.
6th December - Christmas Fair
5:30pm - 7:30 pm
12th December - KS1 and EYFS Christmas performance
2pm and 5:30pm performances.
19th December - Christmas party day
Children should come in their own clothes on this day.
21st December : Christmas dinner
Letters will go home to packed lunch children offering the
opportunity to have a dinner.
21st December : Last day of term
7th January 2019 : School re-opens for pupils

News From The Office

Tickets are now on sale for the EYFS & KS1 Performance of ‘A King is Born’. Please
note that only 2 tickets per child are available to purchase on the first allocation
- do not purchase additional tickets as these will be refunded. More tickets will
become available once all families have had the chance to purchase tickets. If you
have any difficulty with this process please contact the school office.

Intervention Groups start at 8.15am, children will not be let in to the class until
the teacher is ready to start the groups. Staff often have briefing meetings prior
to starting the day and the children are not able to wait in the class unsupervised.
. It gets very congested in the reception area at this time, therefore we politely
ask that parents sign children in rather than letting them do it themselves so that
children move through quickly and are on time for their groups.
During the winter months we may experience adverse weather conditions. School
will remain open wherever possible. We expect all children to attend school as
usual when school is open, even on snowy days.
Should school decide to close, after considering all the risks, we will use the texting
service ‘Teachers2Parents’ to send all parents a text to inform them of school
closure/opening. You will only receive a text if we have your mobile number.
Please ensure this is kept up to date. Please do not ring school for updates as
this ties up staff and the phone lines. Updates and information will be provided
as soon as it is available.
Claire Hilton and Imogen Hayes
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PARTY TIME
@ ST.JAMES’

After year in the wilderness,
the Cancan dance returns to
St.James’ with huge smiles and
enjoyment!

FOSJA, with their new expanded
membership, host a school disco for the
first time in a number of years. The pictures
speak a thousand words

Earlier in the year, FOSJA (Friends Of St.James’ Association) arrived at school with a suggestion...CAN WE
HOST A SCHOOL DISCO? In the spirit of our ethos ‘Committed to Excellence’ , we thought it was an area
we still need to improve for our children so we agreed to go ahead. We did have one condition however...
plenty of knee slides!

It was truly wonderful to see FOSJA in action, working tirelessly to provide our children with this fantastic
opportunity. A few years ago we worried that FOSJA would end due to a lack of support, but it is clear the
vital fundraising and FUN is in safe hands. For that, we are immensely grateful and hope the partnership
continues to flourish in the years ahead. For those new parents involved for the first time, be warned,
once you’re in...you’ll never be allowed to leave!
Splitting the evening into two sessions worked incredibly well, allowing all children to enjoy themselves
with their friends. We can’t quite believe how the very youngest children managed to actually finish their
hot dog, sandwiches and biscuit! There were a number of very satisfied customers!
The children played numerous party games and even had a dancing competition. That would have been
my worst nightmare as a child, but it was lovely to see so much confidence coming from our yongsters.

Thank you to all of our parents who supported the event. It may have been difficult shuttling back and
forth with children of different ages, but if you’d seen the smiles on their faces, you would agree it was
worth it.
Can I also take this opportunity to thank the staff of St.James’, who stayed to provide additional support.
Mrs Cattermole and Mrs Drysdale, it has been noted how much you seemed to enjoy the dance floor!
R. Andrew
[4]
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“It was great to dance with my friends
and see people show off their dance
moves”
Interested in
supporting FOSJA in
the future?

Visit their Facebook page and
you’ll be welcomed with open
arms!
Search: FOSJA- St James’ CofE Primary School

The next FOSJA event is the Christams Fair. Letters
and posters will have been sent home with your
children advertising the event. Thank you to
everyone that has supported the ‘Come As You
Please’ days. Your donations will help raise vital
funds for the school.
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Reception

Tree-mendous Topic Work!

In Reception class this half term the children have been focusing on the changing seasons. We have learned
about all the different things we like to do in each season, such as going to the beach in summer and
watching a fireworks display in autumn. The children also learned about how things can change across
the seasons; like the leaves on the trees and how they grow in spring, bloom in summer, fall off in autumn
and decompose in the winter. This was evident on our topic working wall where the children can see the
changing leaves on the trees.
We also developed our creative skills during this
topic. We looked at many different types of media
and using them in different ways to create works of
art. We collaged spring flowers, used watercolours
to paint summer ice creams, coloured poppies for
autumn and used our fine motor cutting skills to
make winter snowflakes.
Mrs Drysdale and I are very proud of how the
children have approached these new tasks and how
the children have learned many new skills. Finally,
the artwork produced was truly unbe-leaf-able.
Mr.Bell
[6]
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Year one were given astronaut food to taste! It
looked very different to our food. Astronaut food
is freeze dried so that it doesn’t go off and doesn’t
take up much room.
On each table was a dish with a different flavour of
astronaut food in it. Also hidden away was the real
food! No peeking!
The children had to taste the 5 different flavours
and decide what they thought the flavour was.
Then they had to write down their thoughts.
Some children thought the food tasted fruity. Some
children thought that they were crisps and tasted
cheesy! The texture also felt funny in their mouths.

They moved around the tables so they got to taste
each one until they had been around all the tables.
Mrs Thomson and Mrs Clegg revealed the real
foods one at a time. Some of the children had had a
really good guess!
The children really enjoyed this activity, I’m not
sure many of them would like to be astronauts
now!

Year One
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MATHS WEEK
2018

L

ast week the children across school took part in our first ever Maths Week. There was a range
of activities taking place throughout the week which aimed to show children how the maths
we learn about in class can help them in everyday activities. The children all took part in a
range of competitions such as ‘How many things in a thing?’. Here the children had to estimate
how many glue sticks where in a terrarium. This involved a great deal of skill looking at both the glue
sticks but also the gaps in between. The final total was 110 glue sticks and three children in the school
managed to estimate it exactly!
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“I was suprised how quickly they worked
out the clues!” Eli (Y6)

T

he Year 6 children
took on the challenge
of looking after the
infants as they led
them around the school on our
maths trail. Here the children
had to find the answer to a
difficult maths question as
this would then give them the
location of the next clue. It
was tricky; especially as some
clues where under tables!

T

he school kitchen joined in the celebrations
creating bread and biscuits shaped like
maths shapes and symbols and also
creating fruit kebabs with repeating
patterns. In class the children followed this up
with a ‘Maths Bake off challenge’ where they had
to use measuring and problem solving to bake food.
They also took part in ‘Barvember’ which used the
mathematical process of ‘Bar Modelling’ to answer
questions and solve problems.

“Making cupcakes helped
me learn about grams and
kilograms” Lewis (Y3)
St.James’ CofE Primary School November Newsletter
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O

ne of the greatest events took place in the middle of our week with Teachers from Wardle
Academy coming into our junior classes to teach them. The children all had a great time being
challenged about area and perimeter and also impressed the Wardle teachers with their skills
and knowledge.

“The brilliant teacher from Wardle helped
me learn about perimeter” James (Y3)
[10]
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“Everyone was terrible except for Year 6”
Grace Y6 (Our very own Simon Cowell)

T

he undoubted success of the week was our ‘M’
Factor final where children from across school
took part in performances linked to year group
specific times tables. The whole school saw
the final and cheered on all the children who should
be very proud of their performances. There was even
a judges table with our celebrity judges and, combined
with the teachers scores, their scores led to the Year 4
team winning the ‘M’ Factor final.
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Year 4

This half term our topic has been on
Potions. We had an exciting visit to Wardle
High for the afternoon where we mixed a
variety of different chemicals and watched
them change colour, fizz and let off some
rather strange smells! We also had the
opportunity to use the bunsen burners definitely the highlight of the afternoon for
most of the children.
Maths week was successful and the
children had a fabulous time solving maths
problems for our ‘Bake Off ’ challenge. The
word problems gave the measurements
required to decorate biscuits and the
children decided to decorate using different
mathematical symbols and symmetry.
Obviously, eating was their favourite part!
Mrs Kitching

St.James’ Choir

St James’ choir has been very
busy this term so far. We sang
at the Wardle Villlage Church
25th Anniversary celebration
in October and also at the
Christmas Fair in November.
The children always do an
amazing job and are a credit
to their families and school,
especially as the events have
taken place at the weekend.
Also a big thank you to Mrs
Hirst who gives up her time
every week and at weekends to
come into school and practise
with us.
Mrs.Kitching
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Year 3
In Year 3 we are enjoying reading the Iron Man by Ted Hughes in
our English and Comprehension sessions. Currently, we are reading
the part of the story where the main character, Hogarth, meets the
terrifying iron giant. Recently, whilst we worked on our persuasive
writing, we received a letter from Hogarth asking us to help him to
trap the Iron Man.

As a class, we created a success
criteria for a trap, including
camouflage and bait (something
the Iron Man wouldn’t be able to
resist). We worked in small groups
to collaborate and combine the
best features of our designs
before creating them using junk
modelling.
Our favourite part of the week was
taking part in an Iron Man edition
of ‘Dragon’s Den’. Our teams
worked really hard to write a
pitch which was full of persuasive
features in order to convince
Hogarth and his friends that we
should choose their invention.
Miss Filkin
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Please contact Claire Horridge-Baron to discuss how we can support your family.
horridgebaronc@stjameswardle.co.uk

Safeguarding Update

St.James’ safegaurding leaders are Rob Andrew (Head) and Claire Horridge-Baron (Pastoral Lead)
Please contact either member of staff if you have any concerns about a child’s safety or general
welfare.
To support parents, we will publish regular updates and advice on how to keep your children safe. This
includes keeping children safe online. This month we have chosen to focus on Fortnite, the ever popular
game, that presents real risks to children. The following extract is from www.safeguardinghub.co.uk.

What are the dangers to young people?
Who are your children playing with? Fortnite is a ‘Massive Multiplayer Online’ (MMO) game with over 40
million players online. It goes without saying that there is a high probability that a child will come across
people with a variety of views and opinions. People with a disturbing, extremist and hateful views. People that
use inappropriate and abusive language. Whilst children can add friends if they have an account, you cannot
generally select who you are playing against.
Look at it this way – would you drop your child off unsupervised , at a house for a couple of hours, with 99
other people of various ages (many adult), that you have never met before and don’t know anything about?
The following poster is incredibly useful to keep parents well informed about this commonly played game.
[14]
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Remembrance Day

As part of the children’s curriculum, they
spent time learning about remembrance day,particularly given the 100 year anniversary of the
end of World War 1. The children also conducted
themselves impeccably during the two minutes
silence held within school.

School council visited the local memorial to help
create our entrance display. We hope to use this
venue for a mini service next year, where we can
lay a wreath of our own.
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Two children took part in Rochdale’s inaugural
Schools’ Remembrance Service, held at the town
hall. They were asked to take complete a reading
as part of the service. The local MP and Rochdale’s
Mayor also took part. The children were a credit
to school. As part of this initiative, all year 6
children created artwork to be exhibited in the
Wheatsheaf shopping centre.
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Mad Science have been in School last week delivering an
Amazing Science Show! Your child has the opportunity
to take part in a Mad Science after school club.
This club will start on Friday 18th January 2019.
The deadline for registrations is Tuesday 4th
December 2018.
You can register your children online at:
http://afterschool.madsciencenw.com
If you have any problems or queries with booking please
call Mad Science directly on 01772 628844

Please note that this club is not run by St.James’, therefore
a charge applies for this club.

St.James’
CofE
Primary
School
November
Newsletter
[[18]
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Year 2 have had a fun filled and hard working
month. They have particularly enjoyed beginning
our new book for the half term: The Clockwork
Dragon by Jonathan Emmett.

This book was launched when the children
discovered a mysterious incident in their
classroom at the beginning of the half term. The
classroom was covered in sand, slime and police
tape. Under closer inspection, the children
recognised the sand and slime footprints led to
a blue and green dragon egg and a book. The
children were very excited about the arrival of
the dragon egg and worked as detectives and
journalists to unravel the mystery surrounding
this event.
They worked extremely hard and learnt how to
use the past tense, adjectives time connectives
and similes to describe what happened in a
newspaper report.

Year 2

Year 2 are now exploring the book, The
Clockwork Dragon, which was left next to the
mysterious egg and footprints. They are learning
how to use a range of descriptive language to
describe the settings. They are also learning how
to use verbs and adverbs to describe the journey
the two characters Max and Lizzie went on. Each
child has made their own terrifying dragons
which the characters in the book will use to
defeat the monstrous Flamethrottle. The final
task for Year 2 this half term will be to create
a magnificent eggcellent dragon egg and set of
clear instructions to help others make one too.
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English

Our new book ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom’ has so far been very well-received. We have really
enjoyed discussing and debating the complexities that the main character of the book has been going
through. From this we have developed our diary writing skills, letter writing skills (where we were Agony
Aunts providing advice for our friend in need) and are looking forward to writing our own play scripts in
the coming weeks. Year 5 are a dramatic bunch and so can’t wait to get their teeth into performing their
play scripts.
As a side note the students have without a doubt increased their comprehension skills and are feeling
much more confident in answering questions, what an improvement!

Stargazers

The students have been so
enthusiastic about this topic.
The amount of out of school
work that has been produced
by the children is astonishing,
it shows how much they have
loved this topic and their
eagerness and willingness to
take part absolutely shows.
We researched the planets in
our Solar System and matched
up the correct data for each
planet and went outside to set
up our own Solar System. To
help us learn the order, we also
created a class mnemonic.

We investigated how Aristotle
proved that the Earth is
round. Many people disagreed
with Aristotle, so we wrote
a persuasive argument. In
addition to that, we have been
investigating the phases of the
moon and why it appears to
change shape over the course
of a month.

Personal Achievements

Year 5

Well done to Jessica Smith for coming in second at the Spelling Bee, which
took place at Kentmere School. She performed really well under the
pressure, especially when she got the really tricky word, ‘attractive’. Jess
said “I put two t’s first then rubbed it out!”, regardless she did so well and
we are proud of her. What a super speller!
Alfie, Jaydon and Lily, attended the Cross Country Beech House competition
and a big congratulations to Emilia Dearnley for coming in second. She
said, “It was about two miles and really difficult”.
Well done Mia Snape for attending the gymnastics competition in Cardinal
Langley School, they completed 4 different activities and they came second
out of all the teams.

Myles, Oliver and Charlie.S attended the football competition at
Littleborough playing fields and the result was 0-0 but they played a very
Finally, gravity is an important good match.
force in our topic and we
investigated how Sir Isaac The athletics group came second by 2 points and still enter the finals, so a
Newton discovered gravity, we big cheer for Ellis, Jess, Jaydon and Myles.
have used Newton Meters to
measure the force of different Jaydon, Ellis, Charlie Sharp, Jess and Leo need a big round of applause for
objects around our classroom. getting into the January finals in rugby as they won their pool.
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Sports News
With Miss. Palfreyman and Mr. Wilkinson

What have we been up to ?
This term we have been focusing on…..

Since our previous newsletter we have been out and about competing in various sports, gaining
great results and having lots of fun! During school time children have been been enjoying the apparatus before the stage and Christmas tree appear ready for the festive time of the year.

[22]
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Children from years 5 & 6 have been competing in the gymnastic competition that we have been practicing
in PE. Children perform two different routines that they need to learn ahead of the competition as well
as performing on the vault. Year 5 & 6 gymnasts came in second place and Year 4 came in 4th place. Well
done to all children for working so hard on their routines and giving their best performance throughout
the competition.

Year 3 and 4 children have been out taking part in the indoor sportshall athletics. This competition is
organised by the school games and is closely linked to the year 5 & 6 athletics. They hope by tailoring the
activities to be age appropriate it helps prepare and progress the children for future years.

Our Reception class have been absolutely fantastic at getting changed and ready into their PE kit
independently. We have been having lots of fun learning new games and exploring the apparatus. Well
done reception, keep it up!

We are also excited
to announce that the
Rochdale Hornets and
Abigail Mellor from
Dream Big Sports will
be returning after
Christmas. Letters for
these clubs will be
sent out before the
Christmas break.
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As part of our Hola Mexico topic Year 6 children and staff recently had
a whole day learning about the Day of the Dead events which take place
each year in Mexico.

The Day of the Dead is a Mexican holiday which is celebrated throughout
Mexico. This holiday focuses on gatherings of family and friends to pray
for and remember friends and family members who have died, and
help support their spiritual journey. In Mexico it is known as Día de los
Muertos.
Traditions connected with the holiday include building private altars
called ofrendas, and filling them with the favourite foods and beverages
of the departed. They would also visit graves with these as gifts. Visitors
also leave possessions of the deceased at the graves.

In Year 6 the children completed a very detailed homework task which
asked them to research the life of a famous person from the past who had died. The content and quality of
homework received was fantastic and the children selected a wide range of people from Freddie Mercury
to Stephen Hawking. In class the children then designed and made photo frames which have then been
decorated and filled with their famous person from the past. This involved a range of technology skills
such as accurate measuring, using a junior hacksaw and glue guns. The results look brilliant!

In class the children also learnt about the specific aspects of the Day of the Dead. Children came dressed
up in traditional Mexican themed clothing and enhanced their ofrendas with masks. The day also included
looking at the way the Day of the Dead has infiltrated the whole world with Halloween outfits, movies
such as Book of life and Coco, and within the fashion industry.
The day of the dead truly brought Year 6 to life!
Mr.Booth

Year 6
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